
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



112 



SCIENCE. 



[N. S. Vol. II. No. 30. 



plants pentose molecules are formed in com- 
plex molecules of hexosans in which a part 
or all of the aldehyde groups have been 
bound by condensation, and are thereby 
preserved from further oxidation. He con- 
siders the pentoses to be formed from hex- 
oses by the end alcohol group being oxidized 
and then losing carbon dioxide. The in- 
vestigation was only carried far enough to 
show that probably the hexosans are oxi- 
dized to the aldehyde. 

H. C. Jones publishes the results of a 
method that can be used for the determina- 
tion of formic acid by oxidizing it with 
potassium permanganate. The method he 
used was as follows: After making the 
formic acid solution alkaline with sodium 
carbonate, it was treated with an excess of 
a standard solution of potassium permanga- 
nate. The formic acid was all oxidized to 
carbon dioxide and water. The solution 
was then acidified and a measured volume 
of oxalic acid run in until the solution be- 
came clear, and the excess of acid deter- 
mined by the permanganate solution. The 
two solutions were then compared and the 
necessary data secured for calculating the 
amount of formic acid. 

Several reviews of books on chemistry are 
included in this number, the principal one 
being the review of Palmer's translation of 
Nernst's ' Theoretical Chemistry.' 

J. Elliott Gilpin. 
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